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Abstract:

Effective information architecture (IA) is mapped to the structure of actual human systems, which are constantly changing. Thus, the IA of an information system must be hospitable to change as well. The representation of actual human knowledge is, in library science, captured by taxonomic structures, such as thesauri and classification systems. One-dimensional taxonomies, such as the Dewey Decimal Classification System or Library of Congress Classification System are inhospitable to such change. However, a faceted classification system (FCS), which is essentially a multi-dimensional taxonomy, can mimic more closely the structure of actual knowledge. We have developed a prototype tool (based on open source technologies, such as Linux, MySQL, Python, and Zope) that can manage a FCS, manage documents using that classification system, and publish those documents on a web site, using the classification system to construct the site map. The FCS also supports thesaurus attributes, and can be used in multiple information retrieval tasks.
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· Manage faceted classification system (FCS)

· Add, edit, delete, reorder facets & isolates

· Uses Dublin Core for facet & isolate metadata

· Supports thesaurus attributes (BT, NT, SN, UF, etc.)

· Manage (store, edit, classify) documents

· Build site map from FCS

· Top-level navigation maps to top-level facet

· Local navigation maps to 2nd-level facet

· Support multiple information retrieval methods

· Browsing

· Boolean searches

· Query parsing based on thesaurus attributes

4. System architecture

5. Entity relationship diagram

6. Screenshots of tool

· Development URL: http://pettt-pc.orthop.washington.edu:8080/lawforwa_dev
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