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SCHEDULE

Tuesdays, 9:30am-11:00am

OBJECTIVE OF INDEPENDENT STUDY:

1. Understanding of general theory behind Information Architecture, including:

a. Systems analysis

b. Knowledge organization

c. Content management

d. Usability

e. Graphic design

f. Project management

2. Skills in the process of Information Architecture, including:

a. Systems analysis

i. Interviewing

ii. Using multiple perspectives

iii. Synthesis

b. Strategy

i. Systems critique

ii. Project planning

iii. Project management

c. IA Design

i. User language analysis

ii. Usability analysis

iii. Workflow design

iv. Graphic design & layout

d. IA Implementation

i. Metadata schema creation

ii. Thesaurus construction

iii. IA blueprint construction

iv. UI Wireframe construction

v. Workflow construction

3. Skills in evaluation and/or critique of:

a. The design process

b. Systems

c. IA deliverables

METHOD OF PROCEDURE:

If there is more than one student involved, they will meet as a group twice a week (Tuesday & Thursday, 9:30am-11:00am). Instructor attendance not required.

Readings

1. Rosenfeld, L., & Morville, P. (2002). Information Architecture for the World Wide Web: Designing Large-Scale Web Sites. O'Reilly. (ISBN: 0596000359)

2. Morrogh, E. (2002). Information Architecture: An Emerging 21st Century Profession. Prentice Hall. (ISBN: 0130967467)

3. Wodtke, C. (2002). Information Architecture: Blueprints for the Web. New Riders Publishing. (ISBN: 0735712506)

4. Garrett, J.J. (2002). The Elements of User Experience: User-Center Design for the Web. New Riders Publishing. (ISBN: 0735712026)

5. Internet resources:

a. SIG-IA mailing list (http://www.info-arch.org/lists/sigia-l)

b. SIG-CHI (http://hcm.org/sigchi)

c. HCI Bibliography (http://hcibib.org)

d. Asilomar Institute for IA (http://aifia.org)

Assignments

Format: Single spaced, 1 inch margins, 12pt

1. Process of IA

a. Research (3-5 pages)

i. Find an info system

ii. Do an analysis of existing system

1. Personal

2. Technical

3. Organizational

4. Synthesis

iii. Do a critique of existing system

b. Strategy (1-2 pages)

i. Write a project plan for redesigning system

1. Executive summary

2. Milestones

c. Design (1-2 pages)

i. Design a model of information system

ii. Document design process

1. Preparation

2. Immersion

3. Divergence

4. Convergence

5. Emersion

d. Implementation (5-7 pages, with graphics)

i. Create sample IA documentation

1. Blueprints

2. Wireframes

3. Workflows

4. Metadata schema

5. Controlled vocab

2. Analytical summary report (1-2 pages)

a. Review of process

b. Staffing

c. Possible problem areas

d. Suggested solutions

3. Attend at least one day of ASIS&T IA Summit in Portland, March 21-23 (Optional)

EVALUATIVE CRITERIA AND EVIDENCE FOR ASSESSMENT:

The independent studies will be assessed on the following criteria: 

1. Ability to take and defend an intellectual stance on what Information Architecture is; 

2. Knowledge of the disciplines that relate to and influence the Information Architecture; 

3. Knowledge for the major issues, concepts, and methods of Information Architecture;

4. Ability to select Information Architecture methods and apply them in a coherent process. 

	Assignment
	Date Due
	Length

	Research
	02/13/03
	3-5 pages

	Strategy
	02/20/03
	1-2 pages

	Design
	03/06/03
	1-2 pages

	Implementation
	03/13/03
	3-5 pages

	Analytical Summary Report
	03/20/03
	1-2 pages

	IA Summit Attendance (optional)
	03/21/03
	N/A


FORMAT OF ANALYTICAL SUMMARY REPORT (e.g., written, multimedia, etc.)

· Written deliverables (# pages):

· Research (3-5)

· Strategy (1-2)

· Design (1-2)

· Implementation (3-5)

· Analytical Summary Report (1-2)

· All written assignments will be in the following format:

· Single-spaced

· 12pt, Times New Roman

· 1 inch margins

